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ANNEXURE B 


ZA 2012/01234 


FLASHLIGHT WITH ARTICULATING STAND 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


This invention relates to portable flashlights, and more particularly to portable, hand-held 


flashlights. 


In many instances, it is desirable to direct the light from a flashlight at a specific area off the 


ground.  For example, when changing a wheel on a vehicle in the dark, it is desirable to shine 


the light from the flashlight at bolts projecting from the vehicle for attaching the wheel to the 


vehicle.  Similarly, when camping, it is often desirable to direct the light from a flashlight at 


an area off the ground, for example while cooking in the dark. 


It is an object of the present invention to provide a portable flashlight having a stand for 


selectively directing light from the flashlight in different directions relative to a support 


surface. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


In accordance with the present invention, there is provided a portable flashlight including an 


elongate housing, a light source disposed within the elongate housing and arranged to 


project light from the housing, a power source disposed within the elongate housing and 


electrically connected to the light source, and a support for supporting the elongate housing 


at an angle relative to a surface upon which the support is placed.


The support may be connected or connectable to the elongate housing so that it is 


displaceable between a compact, inoperative condition for storage, and an operative 


condition for use.  The support may be pivotally connected to the elongate housing, or it may 


be slidably connected to the elongate housing. 
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In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the support is arranged to hold the elongate 


housing at more than one angle relative to a surface upon which the support is placed. 


The support may comprise a stand having at least one leg which is displaceable relative to 


the elongate housing.  For example, the support may include two or more support legs which 


extend in different directions with respect to one another in the operative condition. 


Preferably, the elongate housing includes a recessed formation in its outer surface for 


receiving the support in the compact, inoperative condition. 


The flashlight may include at least one seal on or in the elongate housing for ensuring that 


the interior of the elongate housing is watertight. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


For a more complete understanding of the invention, reference is made to the following 


description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 


FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of the portable flashlight according to the invention with 


a support stand shown in a compact, inoperative condition; 


FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the flashlight illustrated in FIG. 1 with the support stand 


shown in an operative condition; 


FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of a light source and a lens for the flashlight; and 


FIG. 4 is a rear perspective view of the flashlight light source. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 


The drawings illustrate a portable flashlight 10 according to the invention with a deployable, 


articulating support stand. 
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With reference first to FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the flashlight 10 is comprised generally 


of an elongate, cylindrical housing 12.  The housing 12 includes a body portion 14 having a 


back end 11 and an externally threaded front end 17 (see also FIG. 3).  An internally threaded 


cap 16 is connectable to the front end 17 of the body portion 14.  As can be seen, the cap 


16 includes a lens 28.  The portable flashlight 10 also includes an articulating support stand 


20 having a pair of pivoting support legs 22 and 24.  In the preferred embodiment, the stand 


20 is pivotally displaceable relative to the housing 12 between a collapsed position (as shown 


in FIG. 1) and a deployed position (as shown in FIG. 2).  In the deployed position, the stand 


20 is used to support the housing 12 at a desired angle relative to a surface on which the 


stand is placed. 


An exterior surface 15 of the body portion 14 defines an elongate, arcuately-shaped recess 


18. The recess 18 is sized and shaped to receive the articulating stand 20 in a nesting


fashion in the collapsed position of the stand, as shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings.  The 


exterior surface 25 of each of the support legs 22 and 24 includes a series of recessed 


grooves 26 to facilitate gripping the flashlight 10 by hand when the stand 20 is collapsed into 


the recess 18.  The body portion 14 of the housing 12 may also include a land 19 for 


application of a personal identification plate.  In the preferred embodiment, the housing 12 


and the stand 20 are formed from a plastics material. 


Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4 of the drawings, the flashlight 10 includes a light source 30 


which is received in the open front end 17 of the body portion 14.  The light source 30 


comprises a light bulb 32 which resides within a reflective dome 33.  The light bulb 32 


includes a pair of electrical contacts 35 (see FIG. 4) which extend rearwardly from the outer 


surface of the dome 33.  An annular reflective strip 34 surrounds the dome 33, and hence 


the light source 32, as best seen in FIG. 3.  A pair of annular seals 38 and 39 are provided 


to ensure that the interior of the housing 12 is watertight.  In this regard, when the cap 16 is 


threadedly connected to the front end 17 of the body portion 14, the seals 38 and 39 are 


compressed between, and seal against, the cap and the body portion 14. 


Inside the housing 12 is an elongate cartridge (not visible) for accommodating the power 


source of the flashlight 10.  In  the  preferred embodiment, the power source comprises four 
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"AA" sized batteries which are electrically connected to the light source 30 via a switch 68.  


It will be appreciated that, in use, both the light source 30 and the power source are contained 


within the water-tight housing 12. 


The articulating stand 20 of the flashlight 10 is pivotally connected to the housing 12 by a 


pivotal connection which including a pin extending through suitable openings in the body 


portion 14 and the stand 20 (see FIG. 2).  In the illustrated embodiment, the pin forms a 


friction fit in the relevant apertures so that it is necessary for a user to apply a force to the 


housing 12 and the stand 20 to displace these components relative to one another.  Thus, 


the housing 12 will be held in a fixed angular orientation relative to the stand 20 by the friction-


fit pivotal connection.  However, upon application of a force by the user, the housing 12 will 


be manually displaceable into a different angular orientation relative to the stand 20.  In this 


way, the housing 12 is manually displaceable between multiple, separate angular 


orientations, between about 0 degrees and 90 degrees, relative to the stand 20. 


A similar pivotal connection between the support leg 22 and the support leg 24 allows these 


legs to be manually displaced relative to one another between a closed condition, in which 


they extend substantially parallel with one another (as illustrated in FIG. 1), and an open 


condition, in which they extend at 45 degrees relative to one another (as illustrated in FIG. 


2).  This allows the legs 22 and 24 to be nested within the recess 18 in the body portion 14 


when not in use, and to be divergent with respect to one another for stability when in use. 


Use of the articulating stand 20 is simple and effective in supporting the housing 12 of the 


flashlight 10 at an angle relative to a substantially flat surface upon which the stand is placed.  


As has been described above, the housing 12 may be manually pivoted relative to the stand 


20 from the collapsed position in which the support legs 22 and 24 are in the closed condition 


illustrated in FIG. 1, and the support legs 22 and 24 may then be manually pivoted apart 


relative to one another into the open, deployed position of the stand 20, as illustrated in FIG. 


2, in which the stand 20 provides a stable support for the housing 12. 


However, when the stand 20 is not required, it may be collapsed into the recess 18 in the 


body portion  14  so as to be unobtrusive, and the gripping means 26 on the stand 20 serve 
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to facilitate holding of the flashlight housing 12 by hand in a conventional manner. 


It should be understood that the portable flashlight 10 described above and illustrated in the 


accompanying drawings represents a presently preferred embodiment of the invention, and 


that various modifications and additions may be made to the illustrated embodiment without 


departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 


1. A portable flashlight including:


(a) an elongate housing;


(b) a light source disposed within the elongate housing and arranged to project light


from the housing;


(c) a power source disposed within the elongate housing and electrically connected


to the light source; and


(d) a support connected or connectable to the elongate housing for supporting the


housing at an angle relative to a surface upon which the support is placed.


2. A portable flashlight according to claim 1, wherein the support is displaceable relative


to the elongate housing between a compact, inoperative condition for storage, and an


operative condition for use.


3. A portable flashlight according to claim 2 wherein the support is connected to the


elongate housing in a displaceable manner.


4. A portable flashlight according to claim 3, wherein the support is pivotally connected to


the elongate housing.


5. A portable flashlight according to claim 3, wherein the support is slidably connected to


the elongate housing.


6. A portable flashlight according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the support


is arranged to hold the elongate housing at more than one angle relative to a surface


upon which the support is placed.
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7. A portable flashlight according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the support 


includes at least two support legs which extend in different directions with respect to 


one another in the operative condition.


8. A portable flashlight according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the elongate 


housing includes a recessed formation in its outer surface for receiving the support in 


the compact, inoperative condition.


9. A portable flashlight according to any one of the preceding claims, including at least 


one seal on or in the elongate housing for ensuring that the interior of the housing 


is watertight.
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ANNEXURE C 
 
 


PV FLASHLIGHTS INC.  
 


THE ALL-NEW PX16 FLASHLIGHT WITH PIVOTABLE HEAD 
 


High performing & powerful outdoor LED flashlight with 1,100 lumens and 500 meters beam 


distance.  Suitable for military use, law enforcement, outdoor sportsmen, search and rescue. 


 


Fast, reliable delivery to your door. 
 


• Rugged 


• Durable 


• Rechargeable 


• Includes pivotable head 


• Includes slidable support leg 


 
 


 


 
 


Outdoor Camper, July 2009         Page 45 
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[57] ABSTRACT 


A combination flashlight and flashlight support is provided, 
wherein the generally tubular support releasably attaches to 
the flashlight body. The support is constructed and arranged 
to attach at at least one end of the flashlight. The support 
projects the flashlight at an oblique angle to a longitudinal 
axis of the flashlight body, and maintains the flashlight in an 
elevated position. When not in use, the support is securable 
to the body in a coaxial position. 
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PATENTS EXAMINATION BOARD 


 


PRACTICAL LEGAL PROBLEMS 


(PAPER 1) 


 


EXAMINATION PAPER: JULY 2022   


EXAMINERS: J WHITTAKER  


D DOHMEN 


MODERATOR: R BAGNALL 


DURATION: READING TIME - 1 HOUR  


EXAMINATION TIME - 4 HOURS 


TOTAL - 5 HOURS 


 


NOTES TO CANDIDATES: 


 


1. Attached to the paper are copies of the following documents: 


 


(i) A copy of the Patents Act No. 57 of 1978; 


(ii) A copy of the Patent Regulations 1978; and 


(iii) A copy of the Uniform Rules of the High Court under the Superior Courts Act 10 


of 2013 (Rules 6, 14, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 30, 35, 36 and 37).  


 


2. Each candidate is also allowed access to one dictionary during the Exam.  


 


3. This paper consists of 6 pages and includes three questions for a total of 100 marks. 
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4. This paper also includes four annexures, namely: 


 


(i) Annexure A – Letter of Demand (1 page); 


(ii) Annexure B – ZA 2012/01234 (8 pages); 


(iii) Annexure C – Advertisement (1 page); and 


(iv) Annexure D – US 5,873,649 (5 pages). 


 


5. Prior to handing out of the answer papers, candidates will have an opportunity to read 


the above documents and make notes for 60 minutes. 


 


6. Where appropriate, reference should be made to case law, and conclusions should be 


supported by reasons and arguments.  
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Your client writes to you as follows: 


 


“Dear Patent Attorney, 


 


I have received a lawyer’s letter addressed to my company, Camping Kit (Pty) Ltd.  A copy 


of this letter is attached marked “Annexure A”.  As you will see, it is alleged that Camping 


Kit has infringed South African patent 2012/01234 (“the patent”) and that, unless certain 


demands are met, patent infringement proceedings will follow.  A copy of the patent (as 


received with the lawyer’s letter) is also attached marked “Annexure B”. 


 


Camping Kit specializes in the manufacture and supply of camping equipment, including 


flashlights.  We have recently launched a new product in South Africa in the form of a 


flashlight with an integral stand, and this product is marketed as “the CK Multi-Use 


Flashlight”.  You will note from the lawyer’s letter that the alleged patent infringement relates 


to this product. 


 


We designed the CK Multi-Use Flashlight for two purposes.  The flashlight is designed to be 


held in a user’s hand when a displaceable light beam is required, for example when looking 


for an object in the dark.  However, this flashlight is also designed to be held in position by 


an integral stand when a stationary light beam is required, for example when illuminating a 


portion of a campsite at night. 


 


Below are two drawings of our new flashlight (see the next page).  In FIG. 1, the flashlight is 


shown in a perspective view with a stand deployed into an operative position, and FIG. 2 


shows a side view of the flashlight with the stand in a closed, inoperative position. 


 


The flashlight 10 includes a body 12 having a first end 14, a second end 18 and a central 


portion 20.  A light source (not visible) within the body 12 is arranged to project light through 


the front end 14 when actuated by a switch 16 which is electrically connected to the light 


source and to a power source (also not visible) within the housing 12. 
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An elongate support leg 22 has a first end 24 which is attached to the second end 18 of the 


flashlight body 12 by a pivot assembly 28.  The assembly 28 includes a cup 36 which is fixed 


to the flashlight body 12, a lug 38 extending from the cup, and a pivot pin 40 extending 


through suitable openings (not visible) in the support leg 22 and the lug 38.  The pivot 


assembly 28 allows the support leg 22 to pivot between a closed, inoperative position (see 


FIG. 2 of the drawings), in which it overlies the central portion 20 of the flashlight body 12, 


and an open, operative position as shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings.  The support leg 22 


carries a magnet 42 at a free end 26 thereof for holding this leg against a suitable 







 
 


Page 5 of 6 
 


ferromagnetic metal strip (not shown) on the flashlight body 12 when the support leg 22 is in 


the closed, inoperative position. 


 


A cross-brace 32 is pivotally attached to the support leg 22 by a connector 34, so that this 


cross-brace is displaceable between a storage position (see FIG. 2), in which it overlies a 


portion of the support leg 22, and an operative position (see FIG. 1), in which the cross-brace 


32 extends transversely to the support leg 22.  In the operative positions, the support leg 22 


and the cross-brace 32 provide a stable support for holding the flashlight body 12 in a desired 


position. 


 


We have received very positive feedback on the CK Multi-Use flashlight, and we would like 


to continue marketing this product, if possible. 


 


I’m not sure to what extent this may help, but our general manager located a camping 


magazine published in the United States in July 2009 which includes pictures of a flashlight 


available for sale at that time.  A copy of these pictures is attached marked “Annexure C”.  


As you will see, a flashlight with a support leg has been available for some time.   


 


Please advise us as to our position and the best way forward. 


 


Yours faithfully, 


 


Camping Kit (Pty) Ltd” 


 


You conduct some background checks and establish that: 


 


(a) ZA 2012/01234 [Annexure B] was filed on 6 March 2012 claiming priority from an 


earlier South African patent application which was filed on 8 March 2011; 


 


(b) All formalities in respect of ZA 2012/01234 were correctly complied with; and 


 


(c) ZA 2012/01234 is currently in force. 
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Pursuant to a prior art search, you locate US 5,873,649 [Annexure D]. 


 


QUESTION 1    (35 marks) 


 


Please provide your client with detailed advice on whether or not the manufacture and sale 


of the CK Multi-Use Flashlight by your client amounts to infringement of the claims of ZA 


2012/01234. 


 


QUESTION 2    (35 marks) 


 


Please provide your client with detailed advice on the validity of the claims of ZA 2012/01234 


in light of the prior art. 


 


QUESTION 3    (30 marks) 


 


Please advise your client on the best way forward, and provide your client with a draft 


response to the letter of demand. 
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ANNEXURE A 
 


LETTER OF DEMAND 


Angry Attorneys, Inc. 


PRETORIA 


Camping Kit (Pty) Ltd 
Johannesburg 
 
 


Our Ref:  LIT 0654 


Date:      1 July 2022 


 


Dear Sirs 
 
Infringement of South African Patent 2012/01234 


 
We write to you on behalf of our client, Famous Flashlights (Pty) Ltd, the proprietor of the 
above South African patent. 
 
A copy of the patent specification is attached. 
 
The patent is in full force and effect and our client relies upon it for the protection of its rights. 


 
We are advised by our client that you are manufacturing, offering for sale, and selling a 
flashlight under the name “CK Multi-Use Flashlight” which falls within the scope of the patent.  
We have been provided with one of these flashlights, from which it is clear that your product 
(hereinafter referred to as “the infringing product”) falls within the scope of the claims of our 
client’s patent.  As such, we have been instructed to demand from you, as we now do, that: 
 
1. You immediately stop manufacturing, offering for sale and/or selling the infringing 


product; 
 


2. You hand over to us under oath for destruction all infringing products still in your 
possession or under your control; 


 
3. You furnish our client with a written undertaking not to infringe its patent rights again in 


the future; 
 
4. You pay our client such damages as may be due; and 


 
5. You pay our client’s legal costs. 
 
If we do not receive compliance with the demands set out above within two weeks of the 
date of this letter, we hold instructions to institute legal proceeding against you without further 
notice to you. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Angry Attorneys, Inc. 
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