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FOUNDERS OF SAEOPA in Nelspruit 2000

3 Board members
Kleinste Janse van Rensburg, 
Hennie du Plessis
&
Karen Swanepoel

10 producers 



SAEOPA's Mission and Story

SAEOPA - a non-profit organisation - 

Promoting the production, processing and export of 
essential and vegetables oils from South Africa 

- since 2000 - 

2000
2010-2015

2017

2020 -2021 2022-2023

By producers, 
For Producers

11 Industry Studies

Quality is Key
Volume is Voice

Increase in production & 
exports 

Empowerment 
of Industry

2024

Directory of 
Producers & 
Catalogue of 

Species 

2005-2010

10 OTHER BOARD MEMBERS 2026
45 producers, 150 members

STANDARDS PRODUCTION 
GUIDES

CHAMBERSMAPPING

Rosemary du Preez

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Promote essential oils and natural plant products’ production, processing and export
Represent and promote the interests of members and the industry
Collect, collate and disseminate salient information
Be the unified and independent mouthpiece of the industry
Facilitate the coordination of the industry’s activities
Promote research to expand the national and regional industry
Empower members via training, workshops, conferences, trade missions, etc.
Facilitate the sustainability of and increase the competitiveness of members, the national and the regional industry
Perform such functions as may be desirable for the attainment of these objectives.
Advice on cultivation technical advice, consult and link different role players with each other




Board members 
all volunteers

Directors
• Karen Swanepoel
• Nnana Makhubu
• Rosemary du Preez

Co opted
• Obed Nelovholwe
• Petra Thiessen-Terblanche
• Magda Sly
• Vusi Mathebula
• Hester Kinnear
• Wilna Havenga
• Tafara Shuro



First patron of 
SAEOPA

Dr Aubrey 
Parsons



Pioneers, legends 
and stalwarts



SAEOPA has been formed by the farming community to 
assist existing and potential farmers in this sector. 
The Association represents growers, processors and distributors as well as ancillary product and 
service providers. 



SAEOPA Membership and Chambers  
Discussing test results, cultivation, markets, sharing concerns and successes

*Classic oils = 30 members 

*Cannabis and Hemp =29  

• Geranium = 40

• Marula = 57

• Kalahari melon =21

• Helichrysum = 23

• Lippia = 14

Youth in action = 16

*Tea tree = 23

*Castor oil =8 

*Casava = 3

*Moringa = 12

• TOTAL : 276, some overlap

• Indigenous

* Exotic



PRODUCERS 
OF 
ESSENTIAL 
OILS

PRODUCERS 
OF 
VEGETABLE 
SEED OILS

2024-2025



Landscape 
change in 25 
years

• From secretive - transparent
• Secluded – inclusive
• Uncertain quality – standards 

and confidence
• Slow and stagnant –dynamic 

fast changing environment
• Few limited species – 

unlimited listing
• Only big exporters – small 

medium and large producers
• Researchers and formulators 

joining
• Corporative members 

cooperating
• Standards for quality 

assurance
• Crops according to regions, 

species and processing
• Geographical Indication as 

marketing tool



What's news?

• Species research
• Provincial initiatives
• Regional developments
• Continental positioning
• Global trends
• Technology improvements
• Regulatory factors
• Market fluctuations
• New innovations



Title goes here

STEAM DISTILLED
Indigenous
• Buchu
• Geranium
• Lippia
• Cape chamomile
• Artemisia
• Helichrysum

Exotic
• Rose
• Eucalyptus
• Tagete
• Lavender
• Mint
• Lemon grass
• Rosemary
• Tea tree
• etc

PRESSED/VEGETABLE OILS
Indigenous
• Marula
• Baobab
• Kalahari Melon
• Ximenia
• Trichelia
• Manketti/Mongongo
Exotic
• Moringa
• Grape seed
• Citrus
• Avocado
• Macadamia
• Rose hip
• Passion Fruit
• Prickly pear
• Canola, soya, sunflower, cotton etc.

Main Oil Crops cultivated
15 EXPORTERS
SELLING to UK USA 
Australia and EU
Recently also to 
Canada, South Korea, 
Japan.

• Aromatherapy
• Perfumery
• Pharmaceutical
• Industrial uses
• Organic flavours
• Supplementary and 

super food outlets
• Cosmeceutical
• Veterinary
• Organic products
• Local value adding



Farmers 
Weekly

DES 
1965

Rose 
Geranium 
in SA and 
Zimbabwe 
as a crop



South Africa – Rose Geranium
KZN has potential to be global 
supplier

• Although South Africa is recognized as the country of 
origin, the oils are supplied by countries other than 
South Africa 

• South Africa is not a major role player in supply

• This should, and can, change as the crop is well 
researched and getting well-deserved attention from 
the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development; the Department of Trade, Industry and 
Competition; and the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment 

• The production in Southern Africa can be done in all 
frost-free areas 

• The crop has huge potential in the country of origin to 
grow in production as to fill the increasing demand



FAST FACTS of the Essential Oil Trade 
in South Africa

• South Africa exports increased from 
0.5%  to 1.1% of the world supply in 
last 2 years

• From 30th now to 17th largest exporter
• 6% increase in value but 51% growth in 

last year!
• 4441 tons of oil exported in total

• 80% citrus
• 10% eucalyptus
• Rest is collection of 

• Tea tree, Tagete, Rosemary, Lavender, 
• Rose oil, Buchu etc.

• South Africa imports 
0.6% of the world supply

• 28th largest importer

Please support the local 
producers of South Africa
www.saeopa.co.za
Karen@saeopa.co.za

http://www.saeopa.co.za/






https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry.aspx?nvpm=1%7c710%7c%7c%7c%7c3301%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c%7c2%7c1%7c1%7
c1



MARKETS

Market conditions during 2025
•  Value (price per kg) increased overall
• Production volumes decreased mostly
• Tea tree still in crisis due to slump and EU BAN
• Increase demand geranium globally
• Excellent season for Helichrysum sp
• Renewed interest in Lippia  -FMD
• Kalahari melon oil still best single ingredient 

for cosmetics



Contributions by SAEOPA
• SAAFFI – speaker at annual conference 

• BOTANICA – speaker on Helichrysum SA SPECIES

• African BioGenome Project (AfricaBP)– speaker on geranium origin and  ownership

• SACU – Interview and data sharing

• KZN – presentation at provincial event TIKZN

• E Cape – statistics, crop information, data on producer capacity

• SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT BETWEEN SAEOPA & DEPARTMENT OF 

LAND REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (DLRRD). W Cape as STRATEGIC PARTNER

• Articles and radio interviews  e.g. farmers weekly

• TIA cannabis & castor oil steering committees

• IPUF 2026 – speaker and workshop manager

• Science Forum South Africa – Invited speaker

• LESOTHO – ongoing training and manuals

• NAMIBIA  Natural Product Association partner

• BBC INTERVIEW

• FOOD FOR MZANZI INTERVIEW



SAEOPA activities
• Projects planned with companies

• R&D formulation company
• Joined 2 international associations EOHUB, EFEO 
• African BioGenome Project (AfricaBP)
• Botswana Natural Product Association partner
• ZIMTRADE Training
• EUFEO MEMBERSHIP
• MAPS – Ongoing training ERAMUS PROJECT
• Alliances Tanzania, Namibia
• MoU with 

• CECOSA Cosmetic Export Council SA
• BIA Zimbabwe



Alliances, MoU’s and Collaboration

• Laboratories
• Universities
• International companies



K M Swanepoel

 



QUALITY IS KEY – RECENT TRAINING



Local to 
global



Title goes here
Citrullus lanatus (Kalahari Melon), drought survivor

Exported with 
MSDS/ TDS

Winner of single cosmetic 
ingredient Best hair care ingredient
Sun protection for skin
Highest Vit E 
Sustainable
Stable



NORTHERN CAPE- 
Lavender, Cape chamomile, Buchu, Helichrysum



WESTERN CAPE – 
Helichrysum, Cape chamomile, Rose geranium, 
Rosemary, Lavender, Hops and Mint



EASTERN CAPE – 
Rosemary, Helichrysum, Eucalyptus



KWA-ZULU NATAL –North and South
Lavender, Eucalyptus, Tea tree, Moringa



FREE STATE – 
Rose Oil, Tagete, Kalahari melon, Yarrow, 
Helichrysum & Artemisia



• Link conservation and social 
empowerment

• Develop long-term collaboration with 
communities that is based on mutual 
trust and respect

• Reverse deforestation and 
rehabilitate landscapes in rural areas

• Maintain the highest quality raw 
material and product base

Free state : Artemisia afra, 
Helichrysum spp, Tagete & Rosehip



NORTHWEST PROVINCE – Kalahari Melon, 
Lavender, Rose Geranium And Rosemary



GAUTENG –
Rosemary, Lavender, Artemisia, Lippia, Kalahari melon



LIMPOPO – Baobab, Helichrysum, Marula, Moringa



MPUMALANGA – Lippia, 
Moringa, Geranium, 

Eucalyptus  



Collective marketing at Trade Fairs





www.saeopa.co.za Karen@saeopa.co.za



PRODUCTION  GUIDES



Standards to empower the industry 
• Rose geranium standard 

• Reclaiming SA position
• Baobab

• Positioning SA
• Marula

• Competitive advantage
• Lippia

• Assuring safety
• Kalahari melon

• Continuous awareness of 
quality 

• Helichrysum 
• New innovations and 

positioning



The Agricultural Business Chamber (Agbiz) has reiterated the 
agricultural sector’s importance as a force for good in growing the 
South African economy and advancing the country’s place on the 
global map.



Conclusion – What we offer to our members
• Code of conduct
• Training - Quality
• Testing – Accredited laboratories
• Guiding – complete value chain
• Linking – service providers and markets
• Coordinating - events
• Exhibiting – market opportunities
• Standards - SABS
• Research findings – all aspects
• Technological updates – plant selection
• Advice on processing 



Rose geranium grown globally, 
coming home soon!
Origin, owner and status…..

• Egypt  

• China  

• Algeria 

• Morocco 

• Madagascar 

• Réunion Island 

• Rwanda 

• Malawi 

• Botswana 

• Australia

• Israel

• Ethiopia

• Zimbabwe 

• Europe

• North America

• Russia 

• Democratic Republic of 
the Congo



SAEOPA
 Southern African Essential Oil Producers’ Association       2019/028811/08

www.saeopa.co.za karen@saeopa.co.za

Thank you 
for your 
attention

http://www.saeopa.co.za/
mailto:karen@saeopa.co.za
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